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In the summer of 2018, a range of key partners mapped the physical activity system in 
Doncaster, led by Dr Nick Cavill. The process enabled stakeholders from different sectors and 
settings to visually represent a ‘system’ for Doncaster. The map helped to identify Active Travel 
as a key strategy theme, crucial to supporting residents to move more on a regular basis.

Challenge faced What we did
• Embedding Active Travel as a cross-cutting enabler to 

achieve Doncaster’s strategic ambitions for Inclusive 
Growth and Climate Change.

• Active Travel has been adopted as one of Doncaster 
Climate Change Commission’s priorities; acknowledging 
the role of active travel in the reduction in carbon 
emissions from road transport.

• We co-produced Doncaster’s Walking and Cycling 
Strategies, which have secured commitment from  
Elected Members and led to the development of separate 
walking and cycling policies in Doncaster’s Local Plan; 
creating an environment where it is easier for people  
to walk and cycle.

• Health Implications are included within the Council’s 
decision making process; so that access to walking, 
cycling and public transport is considered as a priority 
when making future decisions.

• Active Travel is embedded in the Health Impact 
Assessments of planning proposals, which enables 
developers to judge the potential effects on people 
accessing the development by foot, bike or public 
transport.

• Cycling is embedded within Doncaster’s Town Centre  
Parking Strategy.

• The geographical spread of communities and low 
density of population makes it difficult to capitalise on 
Doncaster’s high propensity for cycling and walking

• Doncaster’s towns, villages, and areas surrounding 
schools are often very congested, despite being an 
ideal location for people travelling actively.

• We are investing in a series of strategic cycling and 
walking improvement works to deliver new active  
travel connections within and between communities.

• We are testing temporary active travel infrastructure  
in the Town centre and temporary low vehicle 
neighbourhoods in response to Covid-19 social  
distancing measures, making the town centre and  
local communities safer to access by foot or bike.

• We are piloting school street closures, reducing traffic 
directly outside school sites and making space for 
children and families to walk, cycle or scoot to and  
from school safely.

• There is a wide range of organisations who have an 
interest in supporting people to walk and cycle.

• Infrastructure developers have limited consideration 
for active travel in their plans.

• Schools and workplaces don’t always have facilities  
to support people to walk or cycle.

• Doncaster Active Travel Alliance is a multi-agency 
partnership that promotes collaborative working; 
delivering opportunities to support active travel and 
ensuring that feedback is incorporated into policy 
decision making.

• A range of active travel initiatives are commissioned by 
the council using the Sustainable Travel Access Fund. 
These organisations bring individual training and skills  
but work together to deliver a seamless service for  
our residents.

• We support transportation and other infrastructure 
developers to embed approaches that make it easier  
for residents to access by walking and cycling.

• School street closure events ‘clean air day’ have provided 
learning and evidence of the positive impact for school 
leaders, highways teams and local organisations. This 
evidence supports longer term change and the embedding 
of school street closures in everyday practice.

• A large majority of parents believe that it is safer and 
quicker to travel to/from school by car.

• We have trained and supported local people to conduct 
Community Street Audits, providing community insight 
into local journeys made by residents.

• We are working with residents to test temporary changes 
to the environment that aim to improve places for 
residents to walk for short journeys, such as the school run.

• School street closure events on ‘clean air day’ have 
supported groups of children and families to enjoy 
travelling to and from school safely.

• 12,000 residents live within a 20 minute walk of their 
place of work but currently don’t choose active travel 
to commute.

• Many children do not have the opportunity to travel  
to school by walking, cycling or scooting.

• Revenue funded active travel projects (Pedal Ready,  
Dr Bike, Modeshift Stars and Bikeability) are supporting 
people with skills and resources they need to  
travel actively.

• Mapped cycling and walking routes are advertised online 
and in the community, to help people plan their journey.

• We have supported local walking groups to increase the 
number of volunteers and the number of opportunities for 
residents to take part in walks.
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